A musical connection becomes the tie that binds
in this home that recalls Colonial America

BY MINDY PANTIEL | PHOTOGRAPHS BY DAVID HEALD
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HEN A PROMINENT ONCOLOGIST

and her successful gastroenterologist husband fell for a bucolic 21-acre proper-

ty ("I knew this was where I would live for the rest of my life.” says the wife).

' was standing at the front door
tz [the renowned vi limist] inscribed on the
she recalls. "Turns out my husband’s grandmorther was a violinist who
regularly : in the music barn.”

Over ume, the land had been subdivided. and bringing it back
was among the goals of the doctor duo who ulnm‘lrd\ puulmxu all of
the piec \\L wanted to reconsticute a gentleman’s farm from Colonial
America, explains the wife.

To oversee development of the complex projecr. the couple turned to archi-
rect McKee Parcerson whose assessment of the pr verty called for saving and
updaring an I8ch-century gambrel strucrure : rid of che rest. Il
was the iUiml residence ac ce,” he says. “The oth-

bnd repair. so we opted to rebuild rhr.,m in rha existing footprints
o ;icu::n'm'nudnrc zoning codes.

Restoration of the eambrel came first wich builders Brian McDonald and
Peter Calzone of ort Contracting doing the heavy lifting, “Traditional
plaster techniques were used ro repair wall and celing are Calzonc.
“The enuire gambrel roof strucrure was remforced wich engineered lumber
while sall nmimmmﬁw the character sag in the roof line.”

Next, the existing main house was wumd reconfioured and lifred to
increase the ;ulmn height and add a second-floor master suire, and a Greek
Revival-like lmlklmu emel radual serpentine drive now wer pasta
refurbished barn and fields s‘\\fccpin down to the pond betore culmimaring
i a courtyard where the main hr) s¢, a new stone structure thar houses che
kicchen, and the garage

When it came tme for the interiors the wife found herself musing, ‘what

would people in the 1780s have had in their homes? “1 wanted an carly




FRoM ToP LEFT) The new screened-in porch features a Hector Finch pendant that casts a glow on a table and chairs from the homeewnel
collection. Local fieldstone was used to create raised beds. The driveway winds past the barn and screened-in perch building, the'lattel
fitted with glass windows for winter. See Resources.
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Classic porch blue (ssove) emboldens the hallway, which has Belgian blue
slate stairs and Hector Finch pendants. In the kitchen (seLow), sunny yellow walls
back 1930s antique French bridge lights through Ann Morris; the cabinet hardware is
White Chapel; the countertops are crafted from soapstone. See Resources.




Oh, Aubergine (THis pace) Purple accents
dominate the family room, where the striped
Randall Ridless sofa and Liaigre club chairs all
port Manuel Canovas fabric. The coffee table is
from Profiles, and the Piero Fornasetti wall tiles
eramica Bardelli. See Resources.
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American sensibiliry wich a raste of the Briush. French and Chinese decora-
tive arrs.” says the wife. who embarked on an exhaustive study of the laceer
while curaring irems from the couple’s own assemblage of books. art and
antiques. settling on things thar were hisronically consistent.

AC

accommodares the husbands French Lrerarure collection. and an annque

unese rug now hes i che gambrel. custom ahc\\‘mg in the hibrary

drop-leaf table and Chippendale chairs grace the tormal dining room. The
latter fearures a de Gourn.ly scenic wallpaper. "Now even on a cold dark
winter night. we can enjoy the woods and colors of the dawn.” says the wite

Elsewhere. colors vary from New England porch blue in the halkway ro
bright traditional yellow 1n the kitchen. [ didn't wanr this o be an old. dark
carly Connecricurt strucrure.” says Parterson. who claims coaring the sun-
room walls in eggplant was his way of "purring an exclamation point on this
thing.” The wife followed suir with drapes in a colorful modern parrern, and
a bright purple striped sofa by her friend. deceased designer Randall Rudless.

Landscape archirecrs Diane Devore and Regina O Brien made an equally
strong imprint ourside wirh an exuberant mix of peones. roses and hydran-
geas inan Enghish border garden on the front balanced by soothing green
and white plantings on the back. There. the wife keeps her kirchen and
medicinal gardens overflowing with the likes of thyme. oregano and fennel.
and lovage and borage for making reas. "There’s a private space next to the
gambrel just for me thats quicr and contemplanive.” says the wite. noting it
1. a small part of a brillant cohesive whole. “The everlasting beauty of the

property 1s how the truly perfect design 1s integraced wich how we hive.”




(oPPOSITE
pace, TOP) A skylighted glass
ceiling floods the stairwell with
natural light where a runner
from the homeowner’s collection
rests on wood plank floors.
Hanging lights are through
Charles Edwards.

(OPPOSITE PAGE, BOTTOM)
The eggplant tones established
in the family room repeat on
the built-in library seating.
Custom shelving hosts a French
literature collection, the rug
is through Mansour, and the
sconce is from Besselink &
Jones. See Resources.

(THIS PAGE, TOP
To BoTTOM) A stand of mature
trees rising behind the new pool
by Shoreline Pools ensures
privacy with a native stone
fence adding another protective
layer. Chairs and tables are
through Munder Skiles. An
outdoor shower is discreetly
tucked in alongside the cabana.
See Resources.
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